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A 
TI-Caraga hosted the 2nd Regional Con-

gress of the Barangay Agricultural 

Workers (BAWs) on Organic Agriculture 

on September 30 to October 2, 2013 at the ATI Center, 

Los Angeles, Butuan City.  

This annual gathering aimed to enhance the 

knowledge of the BAWs in Organic Agriculture and 

provided updates on the extension component of the 

program. Dr. Nenita D. Sumile, Center Director of ATI-

Caraga said that the event was also a way of compli-

menting the BAWs in their invaluable contribution in 

carrying out the various extension services in the lo-

cality. 

In his keynote speech, Hon. Manuel O. Alame-

da, Vice Governor of Surigao del Sur stressed the im-

portance of tasks delegation after the devolution of 

some functions of the national government unto the 

Local Government Units (LGUs). Further, he empha-

sized the need to strengthen partnership among the 

LGUs and the farmers in the locality.  

A total of 290 BAWs attended the congress. 

Compared to last year’s attendees, the number of par-

ticipating BAWs 

overwhelmingly 

increased by 15%. 

Needless to say, 

this leap can be 

attributed to the 

effectiveness of 

the BAWs in ex-

tension delivery 

that more and more LGUs embraced this strategy. Mr. 

Samuel Calonzo, Focal Person on Organic Agriculture 

attested that there are already 23 LGUs mobilizing 

their farmer-leaders as BAWs. 

Gracing the event were Dr. Evelyn AroEscejo, 

Director III-ATI, Ms. Elsa Parot, National OA Focal  

Person, Mr. Ceriaco M. Tutor-Gawad Saka Awardee 

from Basilisa, RTRomualdez, Agusan del Norte, Hon. 

Leonida P. Manpatilan – Municipal Administrator of 

LGU-Esperanza, Agusan del Sur, Hon. Libertad O. Ala-

meda – Municipal Mayor of San Agustin, Surigao del 

Sur, Municipal Agriculturists, Agricultural Extension 

Workers and Barangay Officials. 

e -Learning in Caraga region is 

now on its sixth year.  The 

Mass Graduation hosted by the Agri-

cultural Training Institute -RTC 13 on 

December 3, 2013 manifested the 

overwhelming response of the partner 

Schools, Universities and Colleges 

(SUCs) and the Local Government 

Units (LGUs) with the ICT-based mo-

dality of acquiring additional 

knowledge and information in Agricul-

ture and Fisheries. 

In her message, Dr. Estrella Dino-

pol, Associate Professor II of the Agu-

sandel Sur State College of Agricul-

ture and Technology (ASSCAT) 

thanked ATI for the partnership in 

promoting the e-learning courses 

which are helpful for their students in 

gaining additional knowledge and in-

formation.…..see page12 

e-Learning at 6: Consistently 

generating more graduates  

ATI-Caraga hosts the 
 2nd  Regional BAWs   Congress ’  

From left: Dr. Nenita D. Sumile acknowledges the invaluable contribution of the BAWs in the 
effective delivery of extension services. Hon. Vice Governor Manuel O. Alameda of Surigao 
del Sur emphasizes the need to strengthen partnership among the Local Government Units 
and the farmers in advancing development. 



  

 

 

 

NENITA D. SUMILE, Ed. D. 

Center Director 

 

 A lot of significant events took place in 2013. As one nation, we joined 

hands in intensifying our efforts in attaining not only rice-sufficiency but more 

importantly on Food Staples with the declaration of 2013 as the National Year of 

Rice by President Benigno Aquino III under Proclamation No. 494. 

 In support, the center in collaboration with the Department of Agricul-

ture –Regional Field Office, line agencies, Local Government Units and the private sectors conducted various information 

campaigns to boost farmers’ interest in farming and encourage them to adopt appropriate and sustainable technologies to 

improve productivity. These include technical briefings, Usapang Palay, fora, consultations among others. Moreover, the 

trainings under the banner programs which catered over a thousand individuals composed of Agricultural Extension Work-

ers, farmers, youth, rural women, academe and other stakeholders were mostly blended with hands-on exercises and field 

exposure to deepen appreciation and learning process. To enhance farmers’ access to information and technology, we have 

established two Farmers Information and Technology Service (FITS) centers in Dinagat Islands.  

  All is well that ends well, so to speak our collaborative efforts did not go in vain. Per DA report, the region attained 

a total of 584,548.67 million metric tons production in rice over its target of 547,484 M/mt or a total of 106.77%.. Although 

we’re only up to 97% in the national level, still the 7% leap in the production rate is worth an achievement which we ear-

nestly hope will be sustained or even multiplied in the years to come. 

 I think credits must also be given to our work-partners in the field – the Local Farmer Technicians (LFTs), Baran-

gay Agricultural Workers (BAWs), Magsasaka-Siyentista (MS), and the rest of the members of the Rural-based Organiza-

tions who undoubtedly made possible the quicker technology transfer via their example showcased in their learning sites.  

 Moreover, 15 YAFP scholars graduated this year. These new breed of agriculturists and fishery experts are ex-

pected to join the limited numbers of dedicated men and women in this noble service.  

 On a personal note, this year is significant because it marked the end of my official days in the office being the Cen-

ter Director of ATI-13 for 22 years as I have tendered my retirement. Again, I emphasize retirement from being CD but not 

in the total service, because I believe that once an extensionist, always an extensionist. I will still be active and cooperative 

in the best way that I can. 

 To my colleagues, I am grateful for the support you’ve given me all through these years. I am hopeful that same 

cooperation goes to our next leader for us to sustain the delivery of quality services to the various stakeholders.  

 To our partners in the DA, line agencies, NGOs, SUCs, LGUs, private sectors, RBOs and everyone I have worked with, 

thank you so much for the inspiration and cooperation that you have shown. You should know that you are the sweet 

source of our dedication and hard work. Let us continue to inspire more lives! God bless us all. 

Director’s Note 



U p-keeping its support to-

wards the advocacy on Food 

Staples Sufficiency Program (FSSP), ATI-

Caraga in collaboration with the Depart-

ment of Agriculture - Regional Field Office 

13 conducted four batches of Technical 

Briefing and Science and Technology Fo-

rum on FSSP funded under the Rural-

Based Organization (RBO) from July to 

September 2013 reaching 426 individuals 

region-wide. 

The activity spearheaded by Ms. 

Marie Jocelyn C. Santiago, RBO focal per-

son was conducted in order to provide a better un-

derstanding of the FSSP which is anchored on 

farm productivity and making the Filipino farmer 

globally competitive. It also centered on the 

presentation of the staple foods supported by the 

program, understanding of the roles of the RBOs 

towards attaining FSSP as well as the discussion 

on the concepts, principles and advantages of in-

tegrated and diversified farming system. Ms. San-

tiago was partnered by ATI technical staff namely 

Mr. Samuel L. Calonzo, Mr. Heracleo A. Paler and 

Dr. Nenita D. Sumile who served as Resource 

Speakers and assisted by Ms. Jocelyn A. Bayona 

and Ms. Lynde T. Calipes during the forum in San 

Francisco - Agusan del Sur, San Miguel and San 

Agustin of the province of Surigao del Sur and 

Prosperidad, Agusan del Sur, respectively.  

As pronounced by DA Secretary Proceso J. 

Alcala, the program is centered to the farmers and 

other members of the RBOs thus they were en-

joined to take active involvement in attaining the 

goals of the government in providing sufficient and 

affordable food for every Filipino of which ATI-RTC 

13 continually advocates (MBSalve). 

RBO Supports FSSP Advocacy  

From left: Ms. _____, facilitates the open forum after the discussion of FSSP. Ms. 

Violeta Laguna, AT of LGU-RTR presents her research study on the Manage-

ment of Major Rice Pests and Diseases during the Techno Forum in RTR 



 O 
nce again, the Agricultural Training 

Institute – Caraga and NESTLE Phil-

ippines renews partnership towards 

the development of coffee industry in the region 

by providing capability-building interventions 

among coffee growers and extension workers.   

 Despite the promising market opportuni-

ties of coffee both in the local and international 

market, still the production and area planted is 

relatively low. In the entire region, the vast area 

planted to this crop is only in the municipality of 

Tagbina, Surigao del Sur. Just last month, Nestle 

launched their buying station in Tagbina to less-

en the farmers’ burden in marketing their pro-

duce at standard prices.  

  True to its commitment, ATI-Caraga con-

tinuously endeavors in pursuing technology ad-

vancement and development by encouraging the 

existing growers to revive the industry, boost pro-

duction and expand production areas. Evident to 

this, were the 2 batches of Training Course on 

Coffee Production conducted by the center last 

July 2013 having the staff of Nestle as Resource 

Speakers. These include Ms. Marilou Lisayan, 

Technical Staff based in Tagbina and Mr. Eddie 

M. Baylin, Agronomist of NESTLE-Tagum who 

unselfishly shared their expertise from produc-

tion to post-harvest management of coffee; prod-

uct processing and marketing. Nestle has long 

been recognized for its invaluable contribution to 

research and technology development of this 

commodity. 

All in all, 63 individuals composed of Agri-

cultural Technologists and farmers attended the 

training. Topic discussions were blended with 

hands-on exercises or field practicum particular-

ly in crop establishment, plantation care and 

management, rejuvenation and selection of moth-

er plant of which the participants appreciated 

very much. 

In September 2012, ATI in cooperation 

with NESTLE were able to train 94 ATs and 

farmer-leaders and Barangay Agricultural Work-

ers (BAWs) from all over the region during the 3 

batches of Training on Coffee Production con-

ducted under the High Value Crops Development 

Program (MBSalve). 

The trainees enjoy the actual harvesting of coffee 

in Tungao, Butuan City. 

 

NESTLE, ATI recommence tie-up to develop coffee industry 

Register and Enroll Now!  

Visit: www.e-extension.gov.ph 

For more details: 

Please contact: 

e-Learning Coordinator 

Call: (085)815-7528 

Text: (0917)9927391 

URL: http://www.ati.da.gov.ph/caraga 

E-mail: aticaraga@yahoo.com 



A 
TI-Caraga hosted the Regional Con-

sultative Workshop on Maximizing the 

Services of the Farmers’ Contact Cen-

ter (FCC) which was spearheaded by the KPMD-

Central Office on August 12, 2013 at Ariano’s Inn 

and Restaurant, Baan, Butuan City. 

Dr. Nenita D. Sumile, Center Director/ATI-

Caraga welcomed the 30 participants composed of 

representatives from the DA-Regional Field Unit 13, 

line agencies, Rural-Based Organizations, local me-

dia, telephone companies, Provincial Agriculture Of-

fices, Information Agency and Non-Government Or-

ganization as well as the Technical Staff of ATI-

Caraga. Dr. Sumile emphasized that it is but high 

time to take full advantage of the Information and 

Communication Technology (ICT) and other gadgets 

such as mobile phones in accessing various infor-

mation related to agriculture and fishery through the 

FCC. 

 As presented by Ms. Antonietta J. Arceo, 

KPMD Chief, the data generated showed that FCC 

catered an average of 764 queries per month since 

2010. Further she explained that 70% of these que-

ries were e-learning related concerns because FCC 

started as text support for the e-Learning; 7% related 

to agricultural technologies; 1% for marketing related 

concerns while 22% of which were queries on the 

programs and services of the DA and ATI.  

The above data suggested that ATI fall 

short in maximizing the services of 

FCC. Ideally, it should have served 

more on agricultural related concerns. 

The problem tree presented revealed 

that most clients do not know about the FCC for 2 

main reasons: no support from the DA/agencies 

hence no appreciation, and lack of promotion basi-

cally because no communication plan was developed 

when FCC started. On the other hand, some clients 

know the services yet do not avail because of lack of 

appreciation or they don't see the significance of the 

program, while most still prefer face to face interac-

tion and that the service is not offered for free. To 

address this problem, it must be centered on the de-

velopment a comprehensive communication and ad-

vocacy plan. This is because we want our farmers 

and extension workers to have the access and the 

stakeholders to take full advantage of the services 

and be involved in the FCC implementation, hence 

this workshop was conducted. 

After the activity, the group came up with new 

promotional strategies such as integration of FCC 

during the conduct of Usapang Palay, text brigade 

and chain texts. They also suggested of providing 

market matching of agricultural products for the 

FCC clients. 

The KPMD also conducted Consultation 

Workshops in other regions to be able to come up 

with a consolidated result as basis for the develop-

ment of a comprehensive advocacy plan. (MBSalve). 

ATI-Caraga hosts Regional Consultation  
Workshop on Farmers’ Contact Center  



A 
TI-Caraga staff, Mr. Samuel L. 

Calonzo, Training Specialist III 

and Mr. Heracleo A. Paler, Agri-

culturist II represented the Philippines 

in the Training Course  on Integrated 

Development for Cooperatives and 

Farmer Institutions in Bangkok and Na-

khon Ratchasima, Thailand on July 14-

27, 2013. 

 The training hosted by the Cooper-

ative Promotion Department of the Min-

istry of Agriculture and Cooperatives un-

der the Project for Strengthening Capaci-

ty Building in Agriculture Sector in 

ASEAN Countries aimed to establish 

participation and integration of persons 

involved in cooperatives and farmers in-

stitution by enhancing their knowledge 

and understaanding on the organiza-

tion’s status, management and practices. 

 Through the lectures blended 

with cross-visits to some of the suc-

cessful cooperatives in Thailand, the 

participants gained first-hand infor-

mation on how these coops prospered in 

terms of management, facilities and pro-

vision of the various needs and services 

of all each members. Mr. Paler noted one 

important observation was the en-

deavor of the Thai in upholding their 

guiding principle, which they termed 

Sufficiency Economy.  

 As part of the training require-

ment, the participants prepared a 

practical action plan for various in-

terventions to firm-up cooperatives 

and farmers’ organization in their re-

spective countries.  

Mr. Calonzo and Mr. Paler were 

joined by the other 19 representatives 

consists of agricultural cooperative offi-

cials and government institutions from 

ASEAN member states namely Brunei 

Darrusalam, Cambodia, Indonesia, Lao 

PDR, Malaysia, Myanmar, Thailand and 

Vietnam (MBSalve). 

ATI staff attends international 

training in Thailand 
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F 
or a rapid dissemination of Or-

ganic Agriculture, ATI-Caraga 

conducted a Workshop on the 

Integration of Organic Agriculture in School 

Curriculum and Field Tour to Selected OA 

Farms on October 2-4, 2013.  

The activity was participated by 15 se-

lected faculty members from the partner-

Agricultural State Universities and Colleges 

(SUCs) namely the Surigao del Sur State Uni-

versity (SDSSU) – Tagbina Campus of Tagbina, 

Surigao del Sur, SDSSU-San Miguel Campus 

of Carromata, San Miguel, Surigao del Sur, 

Agusan del Sur State College of Agriculture 

and Technology (ASSCAT) of Bunawan, Agu-

san del Sur and the Caraga State University 

(CSU) of Ampayon, Butuan City. 

 

During the workshop on October 2 at 

La Entrada, Britania, San Agustin, Surigao del 

Sur the group decided on having a unified 

module that will serve as basis of the imple-

menting SUCs. Furthermore, it was agreed 

and approved that OA lessons or topics will 

just be integrated in the existing subjects of 

the courses - Bachelor of Science in Agricul-

ture (BSA) and Bachelor in Agricultural Tech-

nology (BAT). Moreover, the next 2 days was 

allotted for a field tour to Lao Integrated Farm 

in Bansalan, Davao del Sur and ACES Poly-

technic College in Panabo, Davao City to en-

hance their knowledge and skills on Organic 

Agriculture. 

 

The activity was in line with ATI’s man-

date to lead the implementation of OA exten-

sion through the collaboration of the academe 

– namely Department of Education, Commis-

sion on Higher Education (CHED), Technical 

Education and Skills Development Authority 

(TESDA) and the Department of Agriculture as 

provided in the Implementing Rules and Regu-

lations (IRR) of the Organic Agriculture Act.   

 

A Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) 

was already drafted by the participants and 

will be submitted for approval to the Board of 

the partner-SUCs. The integration is proposed 

for implementation by 2014 soon as the MOA 

will be executed by and between ATI and the 

SUC. 

ATI-Caraga and SUCs tandem in 
  Organic Agriculture Advocacy 



A TI-Caraga gathered the provincial and 

city program coordinators for a Consulta-

tive Planning Workshop of the Banner Programs - 

Extension Com-

ponent on No-

vember 15, 2013 

at the ATI Train-

ing Center, Los 

Angeles, Butuan 

City.  

 

In his welcome 

message, Mr. 

Samuel Calonzo, 

Training Special-

ist III, acknowledged the presence of the coordinators 

and emphasized the need to strengthen the provincial 

and city pool of trainers. He narrated that most of the 

training of the center were successfully conducted 

with the coordination and support of the training 

team/pool of trainers. He mentioned that there will 

be capability enhancement training for the trainers 

programmed for implementation next year. Mr. 

Calonzo also emphasized that per recommendation of 

the National Organic Agriculture Board (NOAB), the 

trainings must be output-oriented rather than merely 

outcome-oriented. The NOAB suggested that any in-

terventions must ensure clients’ application or adop-

tion of the technology. Mr. Ricardo Abao, Agricultur-

ist II/Planning Officer, then presented the rationale 

and overview of the activity which focused on sched-

ule -setting of the various targets per banner program 

to be implemented next year.   

 Workshop proper was then facilitated 

by the focal persons of ATI. Mr. Calonzo presented 

the training and related activities under the Rice, Or-

ganic Agriculture and Livestock Programs. The pro-

gram coordinators agreed on the schedules and slots 

for training.   Afterwards, Mr. Heracleo A. Paler, Agri-

culturist II/HVCDP focal, presented the 2013 accom-

plishments of the High Value Crops Development 

Program (HVCDP).  He also acknowledged the invalu-

able contribution of the LGU counterparts in the ef-

fective conduct of the trainings and related activities.   

Mr. Manolito Casapao of the Philippine Coconut Au-

thority also attended the Workshop because some 

trainings will be jointly undertaken by the two agen-

cies.  Schedule-setting then followed after the last 

presentation of the corn program through the focal 

person, Mr. Ricardo Abao.  

 

 The activity ended with an overwhelm-

ing approval and commitment assurance by the pro-

vincial/city coordinators   to support the implemen-

tation of all extension activities for the benefit of the 

various stakeholders (MBSalve). 

Training Schedules Set for 2014 Implementation   

A 
s ATI continually in-

tends to develop a self-

reliant organization for 

the youths, various trainings on enhanc-

ing leadership and entrepreneurial skills 

on processing were conducted this se-

mester funded under the Rural-based 

Organization (RBO). These include Train-

ing on Leadership Strengthening cum 

Entrepreneurship held on July 18, 2013 

in San Francisco, Agusan del Sur; Skills 

Training on Peanut Processing cum Gen-

der and Development on July 31 in Basi-

lisa, Dinagat Islands, and Regional 

Training on Staple Rootcrops Production 

and Processing in San Francisco.  

Specifically, these trainings aimed at 

developing the participants’ positive atti-

tude towards leadership undertaking 

and appreciation 

of the various roles 

and qualities that 

an effective leader 

must possess. More importantly, 

the Resource Speakers also im-

parted the significance of work-

ing together as team because an 

organization is never ruled by a 

single person. The team building 

activities provided them clearer 

insights on how an organization 

can be efficient and effective 

where each member contributes 

toward the achievement of a common 

goal. In the same way, they were able to 

internalize the value of an effective com-

munication within a certain organization 

as well as the importance of strengthen-

ing relationship among its members.  

Moreover, these young leaders 

were prepared on another relevant role of 

being entrepreneurs by enhancing their 

skills on food processing.  The hands-on 

activities on food preparation boosted 

their appreciation on the potentials of 

processing as a business venture.  

All these trainings were imple-

mented in coordination with the DA-

Regional Field Office, Provincial and Mu-

nicipal Local Government Units 

(MBSalve).  

Young leaders and  
entrepreneurs in the making! 



T he creation of RA 10068, also known 

as the Organic Agriculture Act of 
2010, called for a nationwide educational and 

promotional campaign for the practice or adop-

tion of Organic Agriculture in the Philippines 
that will cumulatively condition and enrich the 

fertility of the soil, increase farm productivity, 
reduce pollution and destruction of the environ-

ment, prevent the depletion of natural re-
sources, further protect the health of farmers, 

consumers, and the general public, and save on 
imported farm inputs.   

    In view of this, ATI-Caraga in col-

laboration with ATI Central Office conducted a 

two-day live in training Seminar-Workshop on 
Communicating Organic Agriculture for OA 

Champions. The office selected participants 
from the different sectors such as Farmers, Pro-

vincial and Municipal Local Government Units, 
and the Department of Education who were ex-

posed to Costales Nature Farms, Majayjay, La-

guna on October 8-10, 2013 to gain knowledge 
and basic hands-on training on the concepts 

and principles of Integrated Farming System 
and Agri-Tourism. The Costales Nature Farms’ 

mission is for Filipinos to “experience the fresh-
ness of nature”.  

The eleven (11) participants were over-

whelmed as Mr. Ronald Costales, proprietor, 

narrated and discussed how they started and 
what practices they employed in the farm. It was 

a combination of learning by touring the whole 

farm, hands-on on the preparation of organic 
fertilizers and biological control for pests and 

diseases for both crops and livestock.  
  Costales Nature Farms was the 

first Agri-tourism destination identified and ac-
credited by the Department of Tourism in the 

Philippines. The entire five (5) hectares farm is a 

certified “ORGANIC” as approved by Negros Is-
land Certification Services (NICERT) with its 

farming practices patterned from Japanese 
Farming Systems and Korean Natural Farming. 

Such farming practices used microorganisms 
that played a vital role not only in enriching the 

soil but also in the production of vegetables, 
fruits, fish, poultry and livestock thus making 

the Costales Nature Farm well-known for its 

unique way of raising agricultural farm prod-
ucts. Through organic farming that was first in-

troduced in Majayjay in Laguna, the project 
boomed and successfully making the place a fa-

mous agri-tourism destination.  
The Department of Agriculture-

Agricultural Training Institute (DA-ATI) accredit-

ed the Costales Nature Farm as Private Exten-
sion Service Provider (ESP) for Organic Agricul-

ture in the National Level and at the same time 
accredited by the Department of Agriculture- 

Regional Field Unit (DA-RFU) as a demo/
learning center of Region IV-A (FVABabanto). 

Mr. ______, of Zamboanga del Norte shares his organic practices with 
other organic champions. 

Mr. Samuel L. Calonzo along with co-trainees mixes the 
vermicast and IMO 

Region 13 Caraga OA  

Advocates: “2 C S 2 Believe”  



A TI-Caraga represented by Mr. Fil Victor 

A. Babanto, e-Extension Coordinator 

together with Ms. Maria Nenita D. Campo Municipal 

Agriculturist/FITS Manager and Ms. Cherrie Mae L. 

Berganio Agricultural Technologist/ISS both from 

Local Government of Remedios T. Romualdez, Agu-

san del Norte-

FITS Center 

attended the 

ASEAN ICT 

Exchange 

Visit Program 

for Agricul-

tural Exten-

sion Workers 

and Farmers 

between ASEAN member States and the Philippines. 

The activity was held last September 22-October 1, 

2013 in Manila, Philippines and participated by co-

ordinators from Thailand, Malaysia and Indonesia. 

Its objectives include the promotion of coop-

erativism spirit among the ASEAN member states 

and the Philippines as well, for the attainment of a 

more modernized agriculture and fishery sector 

where farmers and other stakeholders have en-

hanced productivity, profitability that are highly 

competitive in the global market. 

    Highlights of the activity included 
presentation of country paper and sharing of expe-
riences, presentation of Knowledge Management 

Initiatives for Agriculture and Fisheries Extension. 
Field learning activities that include visit to Interna-
tional Rice Research Institute (IRRI) in Los Baños, 

Laguna, Philippine Carabao Center (PCC) and ATI-
RTC CAR in Cordillera are just among the few areas 
visited. In such way they have showcased the agri-
cultural development to the ASEAN Member. 

    The Philippine Department of Agri-
culture through the Agricultural Training Institute 
(ATI) has introduced the e-Extension Program for 

Agriculture and Fisheries in collaboration with the 
various agencies, bureaus and organizational units 
of the Department. Thus, they have initiated the 
said program that provides an avenue for learnings 

and experiences sharing among the ASEAN mem-
bers to maximize the use of ICT in agricultural ex-
tension and at the same time create and establish a 

network of e-extension service providers 
(FVABabanto). 

Intensifying e-Extension Through 
ICT ASEAN Exchange Visit 

D esignated as the lead agen-
cy on the provision of e-

Extension services in collaboration with 
the various agencies and bureaus and 
other organizational units of the Depart-
ment of Agriculture, the Agricultural 
Training Institute-Caraga conducted a 
Techno Gabay Program-Farmers’ Infor-
mation & Technology Services (TGP-FITS) 
Assessment and the Regional Technical 
Working Committee (RTWC) Meeting last 
September 18-19, 2013 at Mt. Bagarabon 
Beach Hotel & Mountain Resort, Mabua, 
Surigao City. 

The said assessment was con-
ducted to check and assess the status of 
the Techno Gabay Program-FITS Centers 

in the region. From 
the eighteen (18) ex-
isting FITS center, 
representatives raised 
their issues and con-
cern regarding the 
status of their center. 
Generally some of the 
centers are experienc-
ing problems especial-
ly on internet connections. However, 
most of the centers are operating and 
serving their clients well, especially on the 
distribution of IEC materials. 

The said activity also served as a 
venue in formulating plans and programs 
of activities for FITS center that includes 

literacy and other technology trainings, 
production and development of localized 
IEC materials, ICT equipment and other 
facilities that leads to sustainability of FITS 
Centers imbedded with responsible agen-
cies (FVABabanto).  

ATI Caraga conducts TGP-FITS 
First Assessment   



S 
elected e-Extension coordinators 

from the different ATI-Regional 

Training Centers attended the 

Knowledge Management (KM) Training at the 

International Knowledge Management (IKM) In-

stitute in Washington DC and did a Study Visit 

on US Electronic Extension Programs at New 

York City, USA last December 8-20, 2013. The 

participants were Antonieta J. Arceo & Pamela 

Mariquita G. Mappala of ATI Central Office; Fil 

Victor A. Babanto of ATI Regional Training Cen-

ter - Region XIII; Hazel Grace T. Taganas & Dennis 

Boyd R. Baltazar – ATI-RTC VIII; Maricel D. Dacapi-

as & Aureo C. Martinez Jr. of ATI-RTC I; Liberty O. 

Inciong - ATI International Training Center on Pig 

Husbandry (ITCPH); Noemi Beth G. Macario – ATI-

RTC X; Norma G. Maddalora – ATI-RTC II; and Gra-

cia S. Pungay of ATI-RTC VII. 

The prestigious IKM Institute of Certified 
Knowledge Manager (CKM) program - a flagship 
course of the institute delivered in up to 15 coun-
tries yearly with thousands Certified since 2001, 

now included ATI e-Extension coordinators, 
through the acclaimed speaker and instructor Mr. 
Douglas Weidner. Mr. Weidner provided a more 
dense comprehension on the principles on 

Knowledge Management.  
 
The participants also visited the United 

States Department of Agriculture (USDA) – 

National Institute of Food and Agriculture 

(NIFA) in Washington DC and was then briefed on 

US Cooperative Extension practices that gave more 

ideas on cooperative extension strategies.  

 

Part of the trip was a visit to the Cornell Uni-

versity Cooperative Extension in New York City & 

Cornell University Cooperative Extension (CUCE) 

Suffolk County. CUCE in NYC served as the essen-

tial link between researchers, students, and the 

land grant mission of Cornell University for more 

than 50 years. There, the group learned that Urban 

Agriculture and Nutrition & Health Education pro-

grams are working with Faith Based organization in 

creating “Food Hubs” in the City and adopting Mar-

ket Maker - a computer program (both web-based 

and computer application) linking groups of Faith 

Based organizations to more than 1700 farmers and 

food producers/processors to new markets. Other 

site visits were in the Marine Environmental Learn-

ing Center and Laboratory, the Long Island Horti-

cultural Research and Extension Center in CUCE 

Suffolk County, NYC. 

 
The e-extension coordinators were grateful 

for the opportunity to gain knowledge and actual 
learning experiences on how the US implemented 
their Knowledge Management programs that can 
also be integrated in the KM endeavors in the coun-
try (FVABabanto).  

e-Extension Coordinators  

study visit in the US 

Dr. Philson Anthony Warner, New York City Hydro-

ponics, Aquaponics, Aquaculture Learning Labs 



T 
he Agricultural Training Institute – 
13 in cooperation with the DA-

Regional Field Office and the Philip-
pine Rice Research Institute – Agusan station 

tied-up in enhancing the capabilities and com-

petencies of the Local Farmer Technicians (LFTs) 
through the conduct of 2-phased training on 

rice pro-
duction 

and par-
ticipatory 

action re-
search.  

 

The phase 
I of the 

training 
held on 

Septem-
ber 2-6, 

2013 at San Lorenzo Pastoral Formation focused 

on the concepts and principles of rice science, 
overview of the LFT and the Food Staples Suffi-

ciency Program. Moreover the LFTs were updat-
ed on rainfed rice production and crop protec-

tion technologies to prepare them in undertak-
ing the Participatory Technology Demonstration 

(PTD) of the PalayCheck System.  
 

On the other hand, the Phase II was a 5-

day intensive training on developing farmer-
managed researches by conducting Participatory 

Action Research. It also aimed to develop the 
knowledge and skills of the LFTs in social mobi-

lization, facilitation, community organizing and 
communication. The training that was held on 

November 11-15, 2013 was not only intended 

for the rainfed LFTs but catered also the lowland 
LFTs earlier appointed by the DA-RFO. Thus, 43 

LFTs all over the region had already completed 
the said training.  

 
The LFT program was implemented by the 

DA which aimed to develop a core of qualified 
and trained rice farmers complementing the ex-

isting extension workers in accelerating the 
adoption of modern rice technologies and best 

practices to ensure an effective delivery of exten-
sion services among rice farmers (MBSalve).  

e-Learning from page1 

As an e-learner herself, she was grateful for the course 

on goat production and shared that such modules were 

used in her classes. On the other hand, Dr. Tomas Aus-

tral, Dean of the College of Agriculture and Natural Re-

sources of the Caraga State University (CSU) mentioned 

the proposed modification of some of their course re-

quirements. He said students will no longer have to pre-

pare term papers in some of their subjects, instead 

must enroll and complete an e-Learning course. In such 

manner, students will be free from boredom in undergo-

ing contextual researches in the library at the same time 

gain additional knowledge in a more interactive and in-

teresting way.  

Meanwhile, Mr. Jose Rey Alo, e-Learning Pro-

cess Consultant commended the graduates for their 

willingness to enhance learning through the e-courses 

and encouraged the learners’ suggestion for the im-

provement of the program. He also mentioned that e-

Learning will branch-out into being a multi-device ready 

by 2014. On the other hand, Dr. Ariston Ronquillo, 

Campus Director of Surigaodel Sur State University 

(SDSSU)-Tagbina Campus hoped that e-Learning will be 

extended not only to the students and LGUs but also to 

other sectors in the community.  

This year's graduates reached 485 composed of 

Agricultural Extension Workers, students, faculty (SUC 

&DepED), farmers and LGU representatives. Last year, 

there were 431 individuals who completed the e-

learning courses and 368 in 2011 (MBSalve). 

Intensifying capacities of  
Local Farmer Technicians 



T he Agricultural Train-

ing Institute – Caraga 

launches two (2) Farmers Infor-

mation Services (FITS) centers of 

the Local Government Unit of 

San Jose and Provincial Govern-

ment  of Dinagat Islands last Ju-

ly 29-30, 2013.  

The activity was attended 

by Farmers Association Presi-

dents, RIC Officers, Barangay 

Officials, Municipal and Provin-

cial Officials and heads of offices. 

Mr. Fil Victor Babanto, e-

Extension Coordinator presented 

the overview of the Techno-

Gabay Program and reviewed the 

responsibilities of the LGU, Part-

ner-Member Agency which is the 

SNCAT-Dinagat Campus and 

that of the ATI.  

One of the highlights of 

the activity was the signing of the 

Memorandum of Agreement 

(MOA) by and between ATI and 

the Municipal and Provincial 

Government.   

ATI also awarded the cat-

alytic fund amounting to 

P100, 000.00 for each 

FITS center to pay for 

their IEC production/

distribution, documenta-

tion of success story, in-

ternet connectivity and 

monitoring activities.  

Worth noting, the LGU 

officials signified their willing-

ness to support the Techno-

Gabay Program and all other 

activities for the development of 

agriculture and fishery sector in 

the province. 

With the institutionaliza-

tion of the Techno Gabay Pro-

gram to ATI, it is hoped that 

more LGUs will establish FITS 

center to bring the information 

and technology services closer 

to the people (MBSalve).  

2 FITS Centers Launch in Dinagat Island  

T he 4th batch of trainees of the Season-

Long Training of Trainers on Sustainable 

Rice Production went on expository tour on Novem-

ber 17-23, 2013 for further enhancement of 

knowledge. 

 

The group comprised 16 Agricultural Exten-

sion Workers (AEWs), 4 Barangay Agricultural Work-

ers (BAWS), 3 facilitators from the City Agriculturists 

Office – Butuan City and 2 ATI staff. They visited 

prestigious semi-government or government institu-

tion outside Caraga region that spearheaded in the 

holistic development aspects of rice commodity, no 

less International Rice Research Institute (IRRI) CES 

in Los Baños, Laguna and PhilRice CES, Maligaya, 

Muños, Nueva Ecija 

 Especially important was knowledge gained 

on some marketing strategies of Provincial Local Gov-

ernment Unit - Benguet through its efficient manage-

ment of their Food Terminal or "Bagsakan Project." 

As shown on revenue collection data, the local gov-

ernment of this first-class province adds to their cof-

fer of not less than a million pesos annually out of 

this project alone.  

The TOTs completed the over-all requirements of 

the training which started on June 3, 2013 and cul-

minated with a Mass Graduation on November 6, 

2013 at the ATI Center, Los Angeles, Butuan City 

(ARMantilla).  

 

TOT on Rice explores Luzon’s 
prestigious research institutions 



  E-extension activities 
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1. Deficiency symptoms of calcium on plants first ap-

pear at— 

(A) Lower leaves 

(B) Middle leaves 

(C) Terminal leaves 

(D) All leaves 

2. The weed that causes Asthma is— 

(A) Hirankhuri 

(B) Bathua 

(C) Parthenium 

(D) Krishna Neel 

3. Which crop requires maximum amount of nitro-

gen ? 

(A) Potato 

(B) Wheat 

(C) Barley 

(D) Sugarcane 

4. Proteins are synthesized in— 

(A) Centrosomes 

(B) Ribosomes 

(C) Mitochondria 

(D) Golgi bodies 

5. Milk sugar is a type of— 

(A) Glucose 

(B) Sucrose 

(C) Lactose 

(D) Fructose 

 

6. What is the main function of zinc in the 

plants ? 

(A) Synthesis of nitrogen 

(B) Synthesis of phosphorus 

(C) Required for synthesis of Tryptophos 

(D) To increase activity of the boron 

7. When one plant has both male and female flowers 

separately, is called— 

(A) Monophrodits 

(B) Monoecious 

(C) Hermaphrodite 

(D) Apomixis 

8. The term “hue” refers to: 

(A) Homogenity of the soil 

(B) Variable of soil colour 

(C) Hetrogenity of the soil 

(D) Soil odour just after rain 

 

9. A seed can grow without 

(A) Water 

(B) Sun 

(C) Oxygen 

(D) Soil 

 

10. The smallest flower in the world is 

(A) Amaranthees 

(B) Rafiapal 

(C) Musturd 

(D) Wolfia 
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